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THE ANNUAL MEETING... 


i 

The annual meeting will be held on Saturday 
July 14 at the First Parish Church in Con- 
cord. Prof. Kenneth A. Robinson of Dartmouth 
will speak on "Thoreau and the Wild Appetite" 
and Herbert West will deliver the presdédent- 
ial address on "Thoreau and the Younger Gen- 
eration.” Further details will be announced 
in the next bulletin. 

There is no report as yet from the nominat- 
ing committee. Nominations for 1956-7 officers 
should be sent to Ralph Chapman, 67 Main St., 
Brattleboro, Vt. 


HOW HARVARD ACQUIRED ITS THOREAU COMMONPLACE 
BOOK . . « by Walter R. Spofford. 


Way back in the 20's, the Harvard Club 
of Chicago, of which I am a member, was ap- 
proached by a Chicago bookseller who had 
lately acquired a Thoreau collection formed, 
I believe, by a resident of Cincinnati. The 
bookseller had the correct idea of selling 
the collection to the Harvard Library and 
his price was $1000. The club appointed me 
to pass the hat but it was soon apparent we 
couldn't raise that sum. Then a counter of- 
fer was made. 

The bookseller was determined that Harvard 
should have even a small part of this famous 
aduate's works, and offered the notebook 
ti.e., commonplace book], a special item, for 
$150. Three generous members of the Harvard 
Club contributed this sum and the notebook 

was sent to Harvard by the bookseller. 


WHY I LIKE THOREAU ... by N. L. Lehrman 


Emerson, in his essay on History, says, 
"We honor the rich because they have ex- 
ternally the freedom, the power and grace 
which we feel to be proper to man, proper 
to us." Thoreau possessed "the freedom, 
the power, and grace...proper to man" 
without wealth. In his superb sketch of 
his famous fellow-townsman, the Concord 
sage says that Thoreau "knew how to be 
poor without the least hint of squalor and 
inelegance." ... 

Matthew Arnold's appelation of Emerson 
as "the friend and aider of those who would 
live in the spirit" also applies to Thoreau. 
Said Thoreau, "We are all sculptors and our 
material is our own flesh am blood and 
bones.” I think I can do no better than 
end my brief word with Emerson's concluding 
remark in his great essay on the subject: 


"H4s soul was made for the noblest society; 
wherever there is knowledge, wherever there 
is virtue, wherever there is beauty, he 
will find a home." 





FORTHCOMING THOREAUVIANA .. « 


J.Broderick will soon have an article 
in STUDIES IN PHILOLOGY on HDT and tax- 
paying. 

G.Hendrick will soon have an article 
in NEW ENGLAND QUARTERLY on HDT and Gand- 
hi. 

Lloyd Graham (75 Elmhurst Dr., Orchard 
Park,N.Y.) is working on an anthology of 
T's comments on the “problems of modern 
living" to be published by Henry Stewart 
Inc., Buffalo,N.Y., and would be glad to 
hear suggestions of materials to include, 

Houghton Mifflin will soon issue a new 
edition of WALDEN edited by Sherman Paul. 

Profs. Richard C. Reynolds and J.Stephen 
Sherman of State University Teachers Col-~ 
lege, Geneseo, New York, are at work on & 
concordance of WALDEN. 

Christopher McKee (1514 Marshall St., 
Houston 6, Tex.) is at work on a study of 
HDT in the White Mts. Can anyone help him 
answer the following questions? (1) In 
FAMILIAR LETTERS (1906, p.334) Sanborn 
speaks of an account of T's visit to Mt. 
Washington which [Bdward] Hoar wrote for 
him. Does this account still exist? (2) 
Either T. or Blake may have owned a copy 
of Harvey Boardman's MAP OF THE WHITE 
MOUNTAINS (Boston, 1858) and T. may have 
owned Wm. Oakes' SCENERY OF THE WHITE 
MOUNTAINS. Does anyone know ths present 
location of their copies? (3) In 1870 
Sophia Thoreau visited the White Mountains. 
Did she write any letters about this trip? 
(4) Theo Brown accompanied T. on part of 
his 1858 tour of the mountains. Did he 
write any letters about this trip? (5) 
Does anyone know of any photographs, por=- 
traits or sketches of Blake, Brown, or 
Edward Hoar? (6) Does anyone know the 
present whereabouts of T's pocket compass? 
(7) Mr. McKee would like to trade an early 
run of ATLANTICS containing T. articles for 
a copy of FAMILIAR ISTTERS. 


JOTTINGS . . 


Prof. Gaylor C. LeRoy (1552 Bdge Hill 
Rd., Abington, Pa.) would like to get in 
touch with Thoreau enthusiasts in the 
Philadelphia area. 

The cost of printing this bulletin has 
been covered by the life membership of Ira 
Hoover of Arden, Del. Life membership in 
the society is $25.00. 

A Vocarium Disc. The Tavern Club Pre- 
sents TR-666A includes a song "Henry Tho- 
reau" from the Tavern Club Christmas Show, 
1950, on T's lack of need for the other 
SOX. 

Howard S. Mott's Catalog 159 (8 West 
40th St., New York 18) lists a first edi- 
tion of Thareau's EXCURSIONS "presenta- 
tion copy from the author's widow, co- 
editor of this book"! The error has led 
Raymond Adams to poetize: 

The beanfield yielded Henry food 

But fell into desuetude. 

Anon, somehow, came other seeds, 

Which brought a crop of widow's weeds, 

People interested in Thoreau in the 
Rochester, N.Y., area held a meeting on 
Jan. 26, at the Rochester Museum of Arts 
and Sciences (657 East Ave.) under the 








direction of W.Stephen ‘thomas. H.&.Goraon 
read a paper on "Thoreau as an Observer 
and Reporter of Nature" and there was a 
report on "Thoreau One Hundred Years Ago." 

The F.A.Bassette Co. of Springfield, Mass., 
advertized through a series of monthly blot- 
ters in 1955, each including a quotation 
from Thoreau. 

Once again Thoreau missed election to 
New York University's Hall of Fame. This 
time he received 54 votes. Necessary for 
election: 61 votes. 

When the radio program "Book Parade" 
asked 150 leading authors, editors, and 
critics which five books they would choose 
to take along to a desert isle, WALDEN came 
out Sth from the top among 356 volumes syg- 
gested. 

We have heard that 0.W.Holmes' poem "Con- 
tentment" was intended as a parody of HDT. 
Can anyone authenticate this for us? 

Bivins & Caldwell, electronics manufact- 
urers of High Point, N.C., sent out a neat- 
ly printed quotation from Thoreau, suitable 
for framing, to all their customers this 
past Christmas. 

When conductor Sir Thomas Beecham flew 
into Houston recently for a concert, he 
was photographed with a copy of WALDEN 
underneath his arm. 

An advertisement for WENS-TV in the Oc- 
tober 1954 TELEVISION MAGAZINE (p.61) is 
headed with a quotation from HDT: "Men 
will believe what they see." 

There were two important sales of Tho- 
reau materials at the Parke-Bernet Gal- 
leries in New York in the fall. At the 
Borneman Sale (Nov. 1) were sold an 8p. 

MS "Note of the Whippoorwill"; a college 
essay "The different ideas we form of men 
whose pursuit is money, power, distinction, 
domestic happiness, public good"; a misc. 
sheaf of notes; an unpublished 33pp. essay 
on T. by Channing; T's copy of PLINY and 
of AN ACT FOR THE CONSOLIDATION AND AMEND- 
MENT OF THE LAWS; and numerous first edi- 
tions and books about T. At the Evans 
Sale (Dec. 6) were sold a MS list of wild 
animals; T's letter oo Emerson of March 


23, 1848; T's copy of Fox's HISTORY OF DUN- 
STABILIZE; Emerson's letter to Blake about T's 
Journals; and misc. volumes about T. We 
would appreciate learning who acquired any 
of these MSS or the volums from T's library. 


THOREAU AS SEEN BY FREDRIKA BREMER ... . WH 


Herewith we add another contempora - 
count of Thoreau that has hitherto — 
missed by the bibliographers. Fredrika 
Bremer, the popular Scandinavian novelist 
of the mid-nineteenth century, toured the 
United States in 1849 and 1850. And in 
1854 she published THE HOMES OF THE NEW 
WORLD; IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA (New York, 
Harper), a collection of letters written 
home during her travels, translated into 
English by Mary Howitt. She visited Emer- 
son in Concord in January, 1850, and com- 
ments on that visit at length in her book. 
Imbedded in her account is the following 
paragraph (pp. 166-167). A--- is obvious- 
ly Bronson Alcott; C---, Ellery Channing; 
and nom Thoreau. Why she called Thoreau 

F---" instead of "T---," I do not know, 
unless she misread her own handwriting. 





Emerson is at this moment regarded as the head of the 
Transcendentalists in this portion of America. A kind o! 
people are they who are found principally in the States 0! 
New England, and who seem to me like its White Mount 
ains, or Alps; that is to say, they aim at being so. But 
as far as I have yet heard and seen, I recognize only one 
actual Alp, and that is Waldo Emerson. The others seem 
to me to stretch themselves out, and to powder themselves, 
reerely to look lofty and snow-crowned ; but that does not 
help them. They have more pretension than power. Their 
brows are in the clouds instead of towering above them. 
A—— has lived for fifteen years on bread and fruit, and 


bas worn linen clothes, because he weuld not apprupriate 
to himself the property of the sheep—the wool—and has 
suffered very much in acting up to his faith and love. 
C—— built himself a hut on the Western prairies, and 
lived there as a hermit for two years; he has, however, 
returned to every-day life and every-day people. F. 
went out into the wild woods and built himself a hut and 
lived there—I know not on what. He also has returned 
to common life, is employed in a handcraft trade, and 
writes books which have in them something of the fresh- 
ness and life of the woods—but which are sold for money. 
Ah! I wonder not at these attempts by unusual ways to 
escape from the torment of common life. I have myself 
made my attempts by these ways, and should have car- 
ried them out still more had I not been fettered. But they, 
and Emerson himself, make too much of these attempts, 
because in themselves they are nothing uncommon, nor 
have they produced results which are so. The aim—the 
intention, is the best part of them. 

Emerson says in his characteristics of Transcendental- 
ism: “If there is any thing grand and daring in human 
thought or virtue ; any reliance on the vast, the unknown; 
any presentiment—an extravagance of faith—the spirit- 
ualist adopts it as highest in nature. 





A RARE THOREAU BROADSIDE... 


On Friday, December 2, 1859, the day of 
John Brown's death, a memorial service was 
conducted in Concord Town Hall. Thoreau, 
Emerson, Bronson Alcott, F.B.Sanborn, Rev. 
E.H.Sears, Charles Bowers, and John S, 
Keyes all took part. The full service is 
given in James Redpath's ECHOES OF HARPER'S 
FERRY (Boston, 1860, pp. 437-454) and some 
of Thoreau's remarks are reprinted in his 
collected works under the title "After the 
Death of Joyn Brown." 

To advertise the meeting, a broadside 
was printed and distributed. But, as usual 
with such ephemeral publications, most of 
the copies were soon lost or destroyed. A 
few copies have been preserved however, 
because Thoreau used the blank backs for 
notes. And we are indebted to the Henry 
W. and Albert A. Berg Collection of the 
New York Public Library for the privilege 
of reproducing a copy in their collection. 
The correction of the date at the bottom 
is probably in Thoreau's handwriting. The 
dirge was by F. B. Sanborn (See his RECOL- 
LECTIONS OF SEVENTY YEARS, I, 202-203). 

We are also indebted to Dr. John D.Gordan, 
curator of the Berg Collection for locat- 
ing this copy and having it photostated 
for us. 


Martyrdom of John Brown. 





BEBE RCISES 
—— AT THE — 


TOWN, HALL, IN CONCORD, 


On FRIDAY, December 2nd, 1859, 
AT 2 O'CLOCK, P. M. 





MUSIC. 


PRA YVTER. 


HYMN, 
“* Go to the grave in all thy glorious prime." 


READING OF PERTINENT PASSAGES. 


SELECTIONS FROM BROWN’S LAST WORDS. 


SERVICE FOR THE DEATH OF A MARTYR. 


DIRGE; 


To-day beside Potomac’s wave, 
Beneath Virginia’s sky, 

They slay the man who loved the slave, 
And dared for him to die. 


The Pilgrim Fathers’ earnest creed, 
Virginia’s ancient faith, 

Inspired this hero’s noblest deed, 
And his reward is —Death! 


Great Washington’s indignant shade 
Forever urged him on,— 

He heard from Monticello’s glade 
The voice of Jefferson. 





But chiefly on the Hebrew page 
He read Jehovah’s law, 

And this from youth to hoary age 
Obeyed with love and awe. 


No selfish purpose armed his hand, 
No passion aimed his blow ; 

How loyally he loved his land 
Impartial ‘Time shall show. 


But now the faithful martyr dies, 
His brave heart beats no more, 

His soul ascends the equal skies, 
His earthly course is o’er. 


For this we mourn, but not for him, 
Like him in God we trust ; 

And though our eyes with tears are dim, 
We know that God is just. 


Concord, Dec. 30, 1859. 





ADDITIONS TO THE THOREAU BIBLIOGRAPHY. .WH 


Beston, Elizabeth C. "Finder, Please Re- 
turn to Henry Thoreau." SAT. REV. LIT. 
Dec. 17, 1955. p. 17. A poem. 

Cameron, Kenneth Walter. "Emerson, Tho- 
reau, and the Poet Henry Sutton. EMER- 
SON SOCIETY QUARTERLY, I (Fall, 1955), 
10-18. Discusses E's friendship with a 
minor English poet whom he thought to 
be an English equivalent of HDT as a 
"sayer of No" and reprints Sutton's re- 
miniscences of E's comments on HDT. 

Carpenter, Frederic I, AMERICAN LITERA- 
TURE AND THE DRBAM (New York: Philoso- 
phical Library, 1955. Many comments on 
HDT, passim. Concludes that HDT was the 
most "clear-eyed" of American dreamers 
because he wished to reform himself and 
not society. 

CLEVELAND (0.) PLAIN DEALER. "Walden Pond 
Park Growing." Dec. 13, 1955. On the 
addition to the reservation. 

Cordes, Martha R. “Echoes from Walden." 
BOSTON HERALD. Nov. 5, 1955. A poem. 
Eidson, John Olin. "Charles Stearns Wheel- 
er: Emerson's Good Grecian." NEW ENG- 
LAND QUARTERLY, XXVII (Dec. 1954), 472- 
483. Much on friendship of W. and HDT. 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. "Original Hymn." 
EMERSON SOCIETY QUARTERLY, I (Fall, 1955), 
2. Reproduces in facsimile broada&ide of 
"Concord Hymn" used on July 4, 1837. T. 
sang in the choir. 

Hanley, Wayne. "Geologist Thinks Walden 
Pond Born Almost as Indians Thogght." 
BOSTON HERALD. Jan. 15, 1956. On geo- 


logical formation of Walden Pond. 


Hoagland, Clayton. "The Diary of Thoreau's 
‘Gentle Boy.'" NEW ENGLAND QUARTERLY, 
XXVIII (Dec. 1955), 473-489. First-hand 
account of T's school. 

Jakeman, Adelbert M. "Walden Echo.” NEW 
YORK HERALD TRIBUNE. Jan. 1, 1956. A 
poem. 

Keyes, Langley Carleton. THOREAU, VOICE 
IN THE EDGEIAND. Reviews: CHARLOTTE (NC) 
OBSERVER, Jan. 1, 1956; RICHMOND (Va) 
NEWS LEADER, Dec. 29» 1955. 

Krutch, Joseph Wood. Thoreau et la pub- 
licite." Trans. by A. Prudhommeaux. 

L' UNIQUE, 1955?. French trans. of "T. 
on Madison Avenue." 

Krutch, J.W., Teale, E.W., & Bryson, L. 
"Henry Thoreau: WALDEN.” INVITATION TO 
LEARNING, II (Summer, 1952), 115-122. 
Transcription of radio broadcast. 

Lewis, R.W.B. THE AMERICAN ADAM: INNOCENCE 
TRAGEDY AND TRADITION IN THE NINETEENTH 
CENTURY. Univ. of Chicago Press, 1955. 
205pp. Thoreau, passim. 

MASSILLON (0.) INDEPENDENT. "October." 
Sept. 30, 1955. Editorial on T's atti- 

___ tude toward autumn. 

Paul, Sherman. "Thoreau's ‘The Landlord’: 
'Sublimely Trivial for the Good of Men.'® 
JOUR. OF ENG. & GERMANIC PHILOLOGY, LIV 
(Oct. 1955), 587-591. Important analysis 
of one of the few essays T. wrote for the 
commercial market. 





Piper, Walter. "Here's Evidence World 
Could Be a Lot Easier." FOOD MARKETING 
IN NEW ENGLAND, XVI (Sept. 1955), 15. 
Reprints newly discovered document signed 
by T's grandfather. 

Salomon, Louis B. "The Practical Thoreau" 
COLLEGE ENGLISH, XVII (Jan. 1956), 229- 
232. Excellent article refuting most pop- 
ular misconceptions of T's ideas with quo- 
tations from his works. A god-send for 
any teacher of WALDEN and "Civil Disobdd- 
ience." 

Schnittkind, H.T. & D.A. "Thoreau's Adven- 
ture into the Simple Life." in LIVING 
ADVENTURES IN PHILOSOPHY. New York: Han- 
over House, 1954. pp. 230-239. 

Seybold, Ethel. THOREAU: THE QUEST AND THE 
CLASSICS. Review: AMERICAN QUARTERLY, 

Iv (Winter, 1952), 363-366. 

Thoreau, Henry David. WALDEN E OUTROS 

ESCRITOS. Vol. is Trans. by E. Co Cal- 
Rio de Janeiro: Revista Bianca, 


WALDEN (MORI NO SEIKATSU). Tok- 
yo: Kadokawa Shoten, 1953. Trans. by 
Akira Tomita. 

WALDEN (LIVIT I SKOGENE). Oslo: 
Dreyer. Trans. by Andreas Eriksen. 
1953. 

Welker, Robert Henry. BIRDS & MEN: AMER- 
ICAN BIRDS IN SCIENCE, ART, LITERATURE, 
AND CONSERVATION. Harvard Univ. Press, 
1955. 230pp. $5.75. "Literary Bird- 
man: Henry David Thoreau," pp. 91-115. 
The first study to place T's interest 
in and knowledge of birds against the 
back@round of his times. Also makes a 
provocative study of the chronological 
development of T's interest in birds. 
And, finally, contrasts T's attitude to- 
wards nature with that of Emerson. A 
thoughtful, interesting book, particu- 
larly for those interested in 19th cen- 
tury American science. 

WESTERN HUMANITIES REVIEW. "Krutch on 
Thoreau." IX (Summer, 1955), 279-280. 
On T's "blasphemy" against the machine. 


Please keep the secretary notified of 
new Thoreauviana., I am indebted to the 
following for information used in this 
bulletin: R.Adams,E.Anderson,T.Bailey,J. 
Blotner, J.Broderick,W.Cummings,L.Cushing, 
F.Dedmond, R.Falk, J.Gordan, L. Grahan, B. Gur- 
ler,A.Hench, G.Hendrick,C.Hoagland, G.Hos- 
mer,N.Lehrman, G.LeRoy,A.Lownes,C.McKee, 
D.Moure,W.Piper,R.Reynolds, J.Sherwin,C. 


Siegel,W.Spofford,M.Swaller,E.Teale,S, 
Thomas,A.Volkman,H.West,W.White,E.Wil- 
son, and G.Wright. 


‘the Thoreau Society, Inc., is an ine 
formal organization of students and fol- 
lowers of Menry David Thoreau. Its bul- 
letins are isswd quarterly; its booklets, 
occasionally. Annual meetin;s are held 
in Concord each July. Officers of the 
society are Herbert F, West (Hanover, N, 
H.), president; lirs. Nerbert Hosmer (Cone 
cord, Mass.), vice-president; and Walter 
Harding, secretary-treasurer. Annual 
membership in the society is one dollar; 
life membership, $25.00. Communications 
concerning membership or publications 
shiowld be addressed to WALTER HARDING, 
$05 CABCLL HALL, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. 





